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which may be twisted to support his particular obliquity toward the 
existing order. 

0. G. Libby 

Social Forces in American History. By A. M. Simons. (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1913. 325 p. $1.50) 

The author of this work states that his purpose is to explain those facts 
of American history whose existence is undisputed rather than to record 
new or bizarre facts. An examination of the volume, however, shows 
that his real aim is to reconcile the facts of American history with the 
teachings of Karl Marx, especially with the doctrines of economic deter- 
minism and the class struggle. He might more appropriately have 
named the book "A Socialistic Interpretation of American History." 
The fundamental cause of every great historical movement he finds, as a 
matter of course, to be economic. Behind every important event he dis- 
covers a skulking capitalist. Land speculators, among them George 
Washington, and merchant smugglers, of whom John Hancock was chief, 
finding British control an obstacle to their schemes, temporarily joined 
forces with the debtor classes, who were also angered at the home gov- 
ernment on account of its hostility to currency inflation, and precipitat- 
ed the Revolution after the return of peace the commercial class, by 
"a conspiratory trick," secretly framed a constitution designed to give 
them control of the new government and forced it upon the people by 
gerrymandering and disfranchisement. 

This explanation of the origin of American independence and nation- 
ality is in keeping with the rest of the work. From 1861 to 1865, we 
are told, capitalism fattened on the "offal of war," and at the close of 
the struggle sat enthroned over the nation. But this monarch now finds 
his sovereignty disputed by labor, and a new class struggle has ensued. 
Here the author drops the role of historian and essays that of a prophet, 
predicting the inevitable downfall of capitalism and the consequent tri- 
umph of labor. As the work seeks to cover the entire period of Amer- 
ican history since 1492 the treatment of any single movement is neces- 
sarily meager as well as unscientific. To avowed Marxian socialists the 
volume will undoubtedly be welcome, but it will hardly make converts 
of others, as its interpretation of history is neither convincing nor en- 
lightening. 

William 0. Scroggs 

Unpopular Government in the United States. By Albert M. Kales, pro- 
fessor of law, Northwestern University. (Chicago: The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1914. 263 p. $1.50) 
It is easy to grasp the fundamental ideas of the book because the au- 



